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REPORT. 


To the Honorable the General Assembly of the State of Rhode Island and 
Providence Plantations, at its January Session, 1913: 


The Commissioners herewith, present their forty-third annual 
report, for the year 1912, which contains as required by law, data 
and statistics with the respect to the fisheries under their Jurisdiction 
and such recommendation as they deem expedient. 

Your Commissioners desire at the very commencement of this 
report to thank the members of the Assembly for their liberal support 
of this branch of the State’s work. The appropriation of 1912 
enabled them, in addition to the regular line of work, to do the con- 
siderable repair work at the Wickford Hatchery and Experiment 
Station, which was made necessary by the lack of appropriation for 
the preceding year, and also to construct a suitable wharf and building 
—a thing which has been needed at the Station for a number of years 
and had now become quite imperative. 

A suitable site for a black bass hatchery has been sought and two or 
three locations are now being considered. 

Arrangements have been made to commence in the early part of 
this year, 1913, a survey of the enumerable fresh-water ponds in the 
State with a view of determining the kind of fish for which they are 
best adapted and then to endeavor to keep them well stocked. 

In addition to the above, the work of the Commission has followed 
the usual lines and may be briefly mentioned as follows: 

The enforcement of the laws respecting fresh-water fishes. 
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The purchase of egg bearing lobsters as required by Chapter 595. 
of the Public Laws of 1909. 

Employment of deputies to enforce the lobster laws. 

The rearing of lobsters to the bottom-seeking stage—525,000 
lobsterlings, in round numbers, were thus reared in 1912. 

The gathering of data and statistics with respect to the food fishes. 

The co6peration with fisheries authorities of neighboring states 
and abroad. 

The distribution of literature and information to the public for the 
development and encouragement of the fisheries. 

Occasion is here taken to thank the New York, New Haven & 
Hartford Railroad Company for its courtesy in granting free trans- 
portation of fry and messengers. 

The financial statement for the year 1912 is as follows: 


State of Rhode Island in account with the Commissioners of Inland 
Fisheries. 


DEBIT. 

1912. 
May 5. To expenses of the Commissioners in maintain- 
ing the various departments of their work 


from March 15 to December 31, 1911*..... $9,039 02 
Dec. 31. To expenses of the Commissioners from Jan- 
wary ito: Mecember, 3 IOU2. ea. ree 1,665 50 


To expenses and services of deputies under the 
law from January 1 to December 31, 1912.. 3,790 40 
To expenses at the Wickford hatchery and 
Experiment Station, January 1 to December 
ELEN I AE I PRN rp ven eke 8,693 12 


$23,188 04 


*It was during this period that the Commission was without funds but was able to carry on @ 
sore restricted amount of its work because of personal financial support by certain of ite 
members 
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CREDIT. 
1912. 
Dec. 31. By received from the State Treasurer....... $23,188 04 


Amount received for 273 lobster licenses, at $5.00 each, 
as per receipts from the State Treasurer... $1,365 00 


Respectfully submitted, 


CHAS. W. WILLARD, 
DANIEL B. FEARING, 
WILLIAM H. BOARDMAN, 
ADELBERT ROBERTS, 
THEOPHILE GUERIN, 
WM. P. MORTON, 

ISAAC H. CLARKE. 
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STOCKING FRESH-WATER PONDS AND STREAMS. 


Owing to the protracted drought in the summer of 1912, the 
streams and ponds throughout the State were very low and for this 
reason your Commission did not deem it advisable to expend much 
money in distributing trout and other fresh-water fishes. But late 
in the fall after the commencement of liberal rains a number of trout 
were secured and carefully distributed during the open winter. 

The Commissioners take great pleasure in noting a revival of 
interest in the fresh-water fishes on the part of citizens of the State, 
as evidenced by the large number of communications which were 
received through the year. This revival is not confined to this State, 
but is wide-spread throughout the country. In Kansas, the State has, 
at great expense, constructed a mammoth hatchery capable of 
furnishing a great quantity of young fishes. Nearer home, Massa- 
chusetts is erecting large black bass and trout hatcheries. 

In response to this demand your Commission has decided to give 
greater prominence to the fresh-water stocking. The ponds and 
streams of the State which are capable of supporting fish life are 
numerous and varied. In order, therefore, that the fewest mistakes 
may be made and the greatest good accomplished in stocking these 
fresh-water areas, a systematic investigation of the ponds and streams 
of the State has been started. A determination will be made of the 
kinds of fish contained and the possibility of further stocking them 
with both food and game fishes. 

In connection with this work, the establishment of a hatchery for 
the rearing of black bass and a probable extension to the rearing of 
other fresh-water fishes, has been undertaken. 

With the inauguration of these methods your Commission hopes to 
be able to accomplish more in the development of the fresh-water 
resources of the State. In the past, the efforts of the Commission has 
proven very successful in a great many cases. Especially note- 
worthy is the effort to stock the Pawcatuck and its tributaries with 
large-mouth black bass. One day in last July (1912), a black bass 
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weighing ten pounds was taken from the Pawcatuck, and the same 
day another weighing six pounds was also caught. Later on, in 
September, two, weighing four pounds each, were taken from the 
same stream near Westerly by Mrs. Robinson. Fish of this size 
must be at least eight years old. 


THE COLLECTION OF DATA AND STATISTICS RELATING 
TO THE COMMERCIAL FISHERIES. 


The gathering of data and statistics relating to the fisheries is one 
of the most important duties which the General Assembly has as- 
signed to the Commission, furnishing as it does, a basis for the enact- 
ment of intelligent fish laws. In order that it may be of the most 
value, it is quite necessary that the facts and data gathered should 
cover as great a number of years as possible, and it is obvious that 
they should be continuous. Every effort has been made to make 
them reliable, but as mentioned in previous reports, the absence on 
our statute books of laws making returns compulsory has prevented 
the data from being complete. 


GENERAL CONDITIONS OF THE FISHERIES IN 1912. 


In general, the fishing in Narragansett Bay in 1912 was extremely 
poor. Marketable fish were scarce, and few of the ‘“stub-trap” 
fishermen made more than enough to clear expenses. Indeed, as one 
experienced fisherman who had kept close observation on this branch 
of the fisheries, remarked, fewer single fish were caught this year than 
formerly barrels of fish had been. The last of May and first part of 
June there were some good catches of large squiteague, and ordinarily, 
this would have been considered an omen of a good season, but these 
fish left and no good catches were made afterwards. Small scup and 
small butterfish were rather plentiful, and in the absence of sizeable 
fish, were marketed. Bait fish were quite common. While it is 


difficult to attribute the poor season to any single cause, it is a note- 
2 
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worthy fact supported by considerable evidence that beginning in the 
upper part of the Bay with the gradual extension of the oyster beds, 
the fishing has correspondingly diminished. 

Hand-lining within the Bay was also poor. Off Newport the hand- 
liners were handicapped by unusually stormy weather, but when the 
weather permitted, the catches were good. Off-shore trappers 
reported that the fishing was below the average except for scup, which 
were more abundant than for a number of years. 


The following tables of the shipment of sea products from Newport 
are submitted as heretofore, and while they show a gain in the amount 
of fish shipped, this is due almost entirely to the large run of scup. 


Abraieiob I 


Table Showing the Amount of Fish, Lobsters, and Other Sea Products Shipped 
Monthly from Newport by the Principal Transportation Companies During 
the Year 1912. 
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TaB_eE II. 


1d 


Table Showing Shipment of Fish, Lobsters, and Other Sea Products from Newport 
for the last Twenty-Six Years. 
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THE LOBSTER INDUSTRY. 


The total number of pounds of lobsters reported caught in Rhode 
Island waters was over 140,000 less than in 1911. On the other hand, 
since the number of pots set had decreased about one-fourth, the 
average number of pounds per lobster pot increased from 88 to 43. 
Within the Bay, lobster fishing has shown the same gradual decrease 
as other branches of fishing, and seems to be due to the increase in the 
oyster industry. 

Small lobsters were reported by the fishermen to have been more 
abundant, especially in those parts stocked by the Wickford hatchery. 
Here fish-traps and beam trawls, although with quite large meshed 
nets, sometimes caught as high as a waterpail full at one haul of the net. 

Off Newport and around Point Judith and Block Island the catch 
of lobsters was reported better than usual, especially from the middle 
of June to the middle of July. During this period, one firm in two 
hauls, caught sufficient to net them an ordinary full season’s profit. 

The following tables have been compiled from data furnished for 
the greater part by William T. Luth, Chief Deputy Lobster Com- 
missioner, and at the conclusion of these a list of the licensed lobster 
men is given as prescribed by law: 

TasBieE III. 


Table Comparing the Number of Pounds of Lobsters, Number of Pots, and Average 
Number of Pownds Per Pot, for the Years 1904-1912. 


| | 
| | 


| Average 


Year. Catch in | Newport. | Number [Number of 

| Pounds. | | | Per Pot. 
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TET bah a Ras SRN aed OO AE | 891,886! 513,076 23,204 38 
FTE abo) meas, 2 RR ADR Aan SV tA | 745,257 872,726 17,250 43 
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TABLE V. 


Number of Pots, Boats and Men Engaged in Lobster Fishing in the State of Rhode 


Island for 1912. 


LocaTIoNn. 
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273 


44 5,355 
7 439 
2 115 
1 25 
2 140 
9 630 
4 172 

20 1,552 

83 5,262 
8 660 

295 
200 

16 649 
6 420 
1 40 
3 320 

12 : 890 
3 95 

230 17,259 


*In addition to these a few boats were fishing just beyond the three mile limit. The bulk of 


their lobsters were brought into Rhode Island. 


License 


DNA NEN EF 


10. 
Ar: 
12. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
18. 
19: 
21. 
22. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
30. 
32. 
36. 
37. 
38. 
39. 
41. 
43. 
44, 
45. 
46. 
49. 
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List of Lobster Licenses Granted in 1912. 


Name. Location. 
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License 
No. Name. Location. 
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4) MEME HATO SHCA OMAR 5. 5404200 «208 on eee Block Island. 
SEE BST LICE Gram 5 [11 ARS MORE ga eee er . 
SOc hanes eA RAN | x pete. sleet ermal 7 
See VOMMNSARCISS Aetna. wis Guay ces oh a sarad ane Newport. 
Sor IMT HOS DAMASCIS'.. fc kis hi ss tee se 5 
Boe MGEOLGe Stam las, fc < ios ke asso os See % 
UO Oscar. Te SPIVIKSERA.. «52 Sie seta dm duc <vc oc NE Wakefield. 
SNe ye ented: Dyes tire ts, cee dev <soce do u/c itaboulsltonsasieans RONG a 
G2. ermal ie, Modge: foi. a. clue oes a eee Block Island. 
Dee OMIM AWA es, «Bes 24ayo0 gb eke wy os aT Newport. 
8s SG BOree He LOWS xo «Beds veces eee i 
OD.) Wiebe rORPL EW... 0. 2.2 oe. on Sc a oetttet % 
OG. eH Pen GUAT OW. ok Ok ce lente ott i. 
Oi sp bdwaid HROV eo. as « dale colada ee oe ee a. 


*License revoked. 


License 
No. 


98. 

23h 
100. 
101. 
102. 
103. 
104. 
105. 
107. 
108. 
109. 
110. 
PUT. 
wiZ. 
113. 
114. 
116. 
ne 
120. 
th. 
122. 
123. 
124. 
125. 
127. 
128. 
129. 
130. 
131. 
133. 
134. 
135. 
136. 
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Name. Location. 
SLAMAMIOS OLANTALAS Ss 22 so oo. RTE: Newport. 

etch AROTEWSt sp hee aes CASES va a Seem es 

ever Palmer conse gine ess Ke PE 5 

Petes OOTAS adi reese feed oo oihee. 22 ‘ 

Walia omisetany toys) 2 v4 te 2 oe oa owl ends oe 

RPG AICISPECHLD KAS 42 4 age Pine e hd ei ws sles ene le 5 

PS Sb COM Bee PCA OGN os wa ody oes berets MEE Middletown. 
BISeUMPAMOERSOMG foe oh ko ey vn we kote EU Newport. 
Wicholps Alexander. 265.55. oe Fc oe * 

PMO VVEAGHINOS 4.4.4 soe ea eee awe cules i 

EMP VAOIEE se. si ecrc nade owe vane ene BM iy 

SI aMaTIME TS AER TIONG Oo fies g Seo wh hel A) Jamestown. 
deme rior S herman. oo. 305 ose oe hee oe 

erOMWCr ESM OIOUIG 4c sis cele dale eecere ov Ae Newport. 
James P. Hennessey....................Peacedale. 

- 0a AIG) 0001510101 ae ee Dee ee Newport. 

live (2215000051 ¢ ith ance a hee see ace? Narragansett Pier. 
RSMOlAS REOCOUAS: . se owas MIA Newport. 
Georre hathropy os) 225 6200 PE) 2: Prudence Island. 
Georfer Ny Carpenters: 4. 6 x20. ere oe MIS Saunderstown. 
PRM NIAELEPSOM 6.5 50 ce Seno obs i BELO i 
WallrimuAS Watterson... 2... 20 e. rt 
Arenie|C/ Hs Mattersom. ..... 5 0... ..!A0i i 

(Si0 de) 0122111 a aa ae a ror Se Narragansett Pier. 
PGMs ANCKETSOM 2 2). 0066 oe op ace Little Compton. 
iene WPAN EMULE. Sod feast Awd orc b gave sO Providence. 
Constantme Mataronas.................. Newport. 
Hager PraGrinmell oe bees oa a ew RL i 

PAA ACIO-ATIVECLO OM Ooi. Sx ice Kis edie ER os 

Charles Lee Pendleton..................Bristol. 
WiGholaawnnltas 4). 000 4 acco ovo DIM Newport. 

I UPEHIS PaERWIN 7S Gianyar ahs SBs aon oo BM > 
Micholas-WMataronas:: © 5... 56.4 NR. i 
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License 

No. Name. Location. 
137. “DomiatanissDomotaris: 3s)... ..)adeeee Newport. 
138.- \/Wesilae tems... lids oss foise pie oe ee OT : 
139. Pini Pamlenas lhe wa ice eager eee i 
140. | Getroimramee tomes 4k SOY a Wace yokes aia 4 
14.1. Seana VOLS Gre ey, eee es, eyo vocel Sik eee ye yaaeas RY i 
LA 2ReMeiOTNAS es AMES ye Yoo Nad ome A ae eR i 
14 Aeris PVMOLET A iid bol ha ert end BAN: 4 
Aero celow stealer oo jada ck Since. Lee Newport. 
40 michard: Gurbye di ad). 3 as Phe eR Charlestown. 
ie yeemermclair “euckery. 4 sashids iene RO Portsmouth. 
SOMME CRT X VIORTORE A y2) voici cis a5 eeteon ce eee Newport. 
Taos vidweareeNt, WawtOM. ox nk oa ble Bae ; 
ayer INT OH Olas EMC Ar Gc. 0.5 oo.) deceit eee * 
52 ee eee aba Ch} MES MUSID | jes, eas 6) oc, asiess soo Bristol. 
153. “DemetriosGiones. .....:.........caehaiee Newport 
pl De eV ienreletis APIS 4004255, checks!) jaca week lee ee i, 
ENS pM) Bit Caen SG cls /2)6) 0) 1) a one Narragansett Pier. 
156; 5 Constante: Conomus:...\.-..)... 50>, .aBteee Newport. 
T57ene WwW ithanmpimmel ..6 6 6.0... so es Bristol. 
LGD. WG eOrezemWViOWiOtis: |... 62 case. oe Newport. 
OS VAnoelovVEAMTOLIS..2. 00 oo. essere. Slee eae ik 
163. George 1. Hargraves...........0...4/../) Narragansett Prer: 
Gd. “Stamos Salomiksass s 2)... 00 eee Newport. 
RGiee VosephyoePNONeSs > oui: ihe nbs see ee eps ee ‘ 
A ZOnre Valter (OMaCe sh Sc. cb leanne. oa eRe 7 


Vie ie holas Martin ge o.)c mee ce tecep sehen be, Ae Vs 

172. ° Wilktam: James. sc... 43,... 28a  eNewpane 

178: esse EL \Crowell')).y. 3.4255 jaieisees oe cok 

1 7O: elamere Ra istod olOew.k.) 3 ss's chess ii 

(SOP Veter benuwe Warner)... 5 64/5). hate a 

1Sie  iViairots ee Euttalen: 2.02) s.5 45). nba seeks IE Warren. 

TS2. MNOS MAE RONIS. jihad sis Soto deo shel eee Newport. 

188. «William C. Allen... . 0.5 ........9.deqet; Wamragensert Bier 


License 
No. 


185. 
187. 
190. 
192. 
193. 
196. 
198. 
fog. 
201. 
203. 
204. 
205. 
208. 
210. 
213. 
214. 
215. 
218. 
220. 
222. 
225. 
226. 
227. 
228. 
229. 
230. 
231. 
235. 
235. 
236. 
239. 
240. 
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Name. 


Monardems (aitutlehelds 6b sin ew ees 
Gideies MOUMM ee sac e ees des 


O. Arthur Kitchen 


igh’ Grimes. cr.) ke 
rime WW ELCOX:, fede eb ae 
Biverett) Al Willis. ........55: 
Georme:R? Smith... ...5..5. 
ManwelWacobs... 22... ee ia. 
aneworuny H. Pearce, Jr... ........25-. 
Sicepioivial tS. ee kaa wa es 
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Location. 


. Block Island. 


cc 


Newport. 

Block Island. 
Tiverton. 

Block Island. 
Wakefield. 

Block Island. 
Narragansett Pier. 
Little Compton. 


ipeeiliver aurdick 2s. 6e. cs hsv ewe SUE Narragansett Pier. 


Water i. Munro: 5.:.:..:... 
Samuel TS Oatley™. :: 226.22: : 
eeu be ueker: 2. 4205.44 2:.. 


Henry EK. Harvey* 


Mame OIVICES). 6 6p. sae ed's 
rane Browl.....:::..e4as 


Ernest E. Streeter 


Henry Milton Bundy 
Langworthy H. Pearce 
William M. Wyatt* 
William H. Thomas 
Charles Groce. soe es 
Voli WAOI ee 2 he kk 
ANEW IME eke ik 
Meriakos Panic). se... 0.4. 
Antonio iv. Medeiros: ........60080) 802. 


Patrick McCarthy 


Precopios Wiataronas: ... 2.2.0.4... ') 8hiees 
George Mataronas........... 
ropert eal yee kk 
GSOree MIN VEN a 


*License revoked. 


Warren. 


Narragansett Pier. 


(73 

(79 
Little Compton. 

(73 

Wakefield. 
Little Compton. 
Saunderstown. 
Portsmouth. 
Newport. 


(73 


Jamestown. 


Middletown. 


Newport. 


(a9 


cc 


Westerly. 


as 


20 
License 
No. 
241. 
244. 
245. 
246. 
249. 
250. 
254. 
258. 
260. 
261. 
262. 
263. 
264. 
265. 
266. 
267. 
270. 
271. 
273. 
276. 
277. 
278. 
280. 
281. 
282. 
284. 
285. 
286. 
287. 
288. 
289. 
290. 
291. 
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Name. Location. 
POUR st MES C10) fe er oo FES 2 Westerly. 
JGR RGTE):, |) oo 2ut e's ols ce 8 Oe oe cess + 
GRACE PERS IGSON by joe, os 08 os aie 4 See ee e 
JASON S1 BE BEY Dich g <1 0 a ' 
homaspeqoaunders. ok eens ce ‘g 
VAG WATNITE WSs io ois, ds viene vic -o.esd oie wtetble’e Wickford. 

‘Fo lata)) Dish 0 £25.61 0 C1 ne ke ee Newport. 
JosepocAg Mia ytum 2/505 oh se) eie ccs « ae Stok 
EVO UOIAE HM os hoe ce sp Meee he Block Island. 
Re Rene ia beak ihe Sule", TL unicast Sees ‘4 
Haran hamiplin . 2.5.3 s/o. see Narragansett Pier. 
ReubenriMgikenmey 2 ..0..°. <625s suis oa Be ‘ 

PDH OMIAS WEE OMES « )5,.6/0 a2. La 5 Sas eee i 
Joshua Ga@hamplin 3.0524... s2 oasneee et 
Henry:C,. Wihdley. oo... bc 5 one ee I; 
Aiivam ONG amd oi. os San soe Sete oe a 
Eforace: Mme mene 2.) sec cm ha ne ne rhe ee Wakefield. 
@harlesseetGlarke.) oo ooo oo, va es Jamestown. 
Henry aCohncon,: 2d): 5...) 2’. eee oe Hamilton. 
Prank Wenrobmson.'.< o.. .s'/:,0 .. eset eke S 

Jonni MPemritisu. ocho enn eee Jamestown. 


Constantine Frank.............. ssa. 2) Neragansett Pier 
Alfred ‘A. Peckham...) 0)... 5.004 seo. el eeOe 


GeermerAcmNiartine. oi. k 4 als ue eens Newport. 

olin VG SEAGAS <P oliie:. Uie e env as aeeee A) 

EUs I Spas oe 2 Se Ls Grea o's ge cate hate Little Compton. 
Walliam (Wy Freeborn'.. ... ...... Jaden PAR ortismantie 

Te SWlarewiartlys sooo. iach at ees eop ene Wickford. 

Charles W.\Cowlesi..o.4.2. bos ee eee Newport. 

DY eer WNW CL ek aia gc eecare id eee t 

Vie hrpel@iipamlen.. shel ol Oho ee ea Narragansett Pier. 
Posy 01 nh. © Boho! ks Eel ana a Ra ARUBA Little Compton. 


PMMA TOME NE ORGeH. scl kee cle oe, Sen ee Tiverton. 
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Fe, sipsibina Leshan: 
295. Nicholas Batlis......... rata ite ss teehee SPO Newport. 
Boa Dearth: PHGMPSON. cou a ee ao ee wS Prudence Island. 
eae WIOTCISTMISIWiUGOX: | 2.6 S55 sc... Tiverton. 
s0@nsGeorre Haibarris.............+.....5...damestown. 
eae CS CEI 0 (3 02s 0 a rr Middletown. 
ous. BenjannmJohanson.................2086hir. Newport. 
un ugelBlOGhage ) 2 2.3 S25 6 en. oe dhe Jamestown. 
Seeee eve DWEEL.....-, <6 < aio. ye ca oc ee ei Narragansett Pier. 
ee eRermAMGWMEUTORY. o.6, 0 ic3 see kg a cee ce A Newport. 
ee NV iaIMIae PSTICGS oo. La. taoledt. Narragansett Pier. 
<TC? AISI NS SK @) 1 dt i a a ree 3 
SU ESD ES @. 0 eh ener Seer he i 
See ehicholasiPAatritis. ........ 0.0.2... sua adamMmestown- 
pee ee LCT LERUP WH GON. G2) whos. fara w ar spd RIS Charlestown. 
Or Omane ray WILCOX .,.. 5. 556s. nereewa sie Re i 
eee iniam be. Peckhamy oe ls es eee East Greenwich. 
jae eaomeas Perry George. 2.2... oe es se 3 Jamestown. 
Slee ats rcYe (Sig Bi fl (2102) 6 Gee a Block Island. 
Dee AUNOMVAZIOUES. 255) ...66 0+ ae le Newport. 
ee te levelnnad Fl Olarkes 0.5 2. eee A Westerly. 
aoe Wbenezer: Crowell. ..0. 6. ee ees ee Conimicut. 
oe ee Lema DOE | M5) 9. 0850s, 0.5, « shee mantis SURES Wakefield. 
ete Ee Heer Miiet 802) Yee hens slo wide swig eae cae Newport. 
aires (Es SO IR Re a 2 re 
eon CC harles ey Warkin. 2.0.4.9... 65 0.0.4. eam, Westerly. 
eae HrnesewelyKOUGES. 52.40.60. 655 eee se! Newport. 
Ey aU ME CIROETIORS INET 5-05; 5,3) 5.6 8 ob ede oe 8 9) elses ¥ 
ae UCB El. EsIEVETD «5. sel. seein os an, 4) DR it 
soo. MauticerMleetwood,...)... 2.5.6 eee ele ee , 
SOU Pe MCh Ae NASI ay 3 bat dee yarns We, Watch Hill. 
Shrew Wate br amod 6 6255.0) 8295, 0 BY Dae Newport. 
aog. Samed AGimore, Welt. |, Verda a vig) ccolr nde ole Wakefield. 


StS MIO EASA OOLAGs Ase ety: foots say< e:0gseieierd ode Newport. 
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License 
No. 
369. 
370. 
371. 
372. 
373. 
374, 
375. 
378. 
380. 
381. 
382. 
385. 
386. 
387. 
388. 
389. 
390. 
391. 
396. 
397. 
401. 
402. 
403. 
404. 
405. 
406. 
407. 
408. 
409. 
410. 
411. 
412. 
413. 
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Name. 
Daniel McKeon 
James Skapinakis 


Thomas Kristodolo 
Charles B. Albro 
William 8. Albro 


Nicholas Skapinakis 
Anastaso Salonikas. 


Edward M. Harvey 
John Cauldfield 


Howard D. Browning 
Leon M. Champlin. 


Location. 
Newport. 
cc 
Bristol. 
Prudence Island.. 


a3 


Newport. 

cc 
Portsmouth. 
Tiverton. 
Warren. 
Peacedale. 
Narragansett Pier.. 


PGreriiA. INGEHOIS sie. ious doe vad aon ROM Warren. 
Chimstiam I’, Wirblai a. css isc. aoe: . . Newport. 
Meammaes ORIN eat. 5 fa sc eo -3 ow tee ee 3 
Mitearstias OL ees sacs ee ote os SRR % 

Mere GROSSE a sso ho ye ee Bev dete de x 

EK. Wilfred Matterson...................Saunderstown. 
SIdenys SIGSTVS nab blind oid a t.tas we e Newport. 
(Georme A ORIO hc ike neo ae a #8 
Paths we CMI LTS. ite do 2. 42200 x n,010 4 SNS Jamestown. 
Vie pi graeen eo Sew deo ds 5 i SEES Ail Newport. 
LEST OFW yO KG |tStes oWne ea a ee Pane Me TY 28 ey Block Island. 


Daniel W. Lasell. . 
George H. McClure 
Louis Miller 


John Coffinas..... 


DriGdboward. Warn ui... so) elen eso see 


Manoel F. Silvia 


William E. O’Neill. 


_. Narragansett Pier. 


Bristol. 
Saunderstown. 
Wickford. 
Newport. 


as 
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License 
No. Name. Location. 

eee mnomas ie Lew hE OI) I a eng Prudence Island. 

Potee iiehael a: Donoghue. fc Warren. 

Benen PRRIK, GMBEATSON 267 \) 5-0 oct ies diene ores Yan Tiverton. 

Bee Vhomas Mo DErESOMe 14% lac g6)s fey ces eye fe 208 Newport. 

emery Cr Whours ee. L Little Compton. 

eee temry Isaminister. 0: 05 os... ee Peacedale. 

ee Ore ee. MVEA. Oo as fe hee a kk Block Island. 

aire wala GOrdeM. gayi oc fy. feda een EL: a 

Se pre Ae MUTINY 2 \¥y9 ob cxehiys sg ems bos PEs Wakefield. 

PLS walle (Eph WEG O10 eee oe Pa 

fone elesephine Io Towlem ens sek or ee. a 

eee st: VabieibOCs ya acre dats lisse agave so a8 Newport. 


FISH-TRAPS, SET IN RHODE ISLAND WATERS. 


A table giving the number and distribution of the fish-traps in 
Rhode Island waters for the past fourteen years is given below. 

In this table the following arbitrary divisions have been made for 
the sake of convenience: 


I. Providence River.—South to a line joining Warwick Point and 
Popasquash Point. 


II. Greenwich Bay.—The West Passage south of Providence 
River division and north of a line drawn east and west, touching the 
southern part of Hope Island. 

III. West Passage.—The West Passage south of the Greenwich 
Bay division, north of a line drawn due west from Beaver Tail and 
west of a line connecting the south point of Prudence Island and 
North Point, Conanicut Island. 

IV. Mount Hope Bay.—North of Railroad Bridge, Tiverton, and 
a line connecting Bristol Ferry and Mussel Shoal Light. 


V. East Passage-—South of Providence and Mount Hope Bay 
divisions and north of a line from Beaver Tail to Brenton’s Point. 
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VI. Sakonnet River—The Sakonnet River south of Railroad 
Bridge to a line connecting Flint Point and the Breakwater, Sakonnet 
Point. 


VII. Off Shore-—Traps south of above divisions and east of Point 
Judith, not including those off Block Island. 


VIII. Block Island —Traps set off this island. 


IX. Watch Hill.—Traps set along the mainland of Rhode Island, 
west of Point Judith. 


TABLE VI. 


Table Showing Number and General Distribution of Fish-Traps Since 1898. 


2 = antares 5 | 

& & =) pe iS j 

tied ae an a an limlilitolhe ei4] = 

5 2 a = 3 Z g = iz 

& z Ay | a i} 

Ei S| = a q = ae 4g = 

> o 3 ° ~ tgp) [3 35 3 

2 B © & rs a Ce S & 7) 

A Oo e = D cs) fa) Q = = 
ISOS Meee et 4 6 26 9 34 15 D5 + | 2k 4 | Aes 119 
ROOMS Leer. | 3 10 23 11 35 15 Dayle hi Dee 121 
AOOO ME Cpe al bee cs 4 16 24 16 34 12 20 le ieee 135 
TICOO SS etn MS 7 15 24 13 52 14 26 tsa AEE 151 

| | 
GOD Me inet ia nthe 6 22 27 13 52 1 et bere ee 161 
AAU Seeeeceneaces tees S 7 21 32 13 72 16 CUD ee mie ce oe 195 
TT aes eS 6 27 33 7 78 14 AO jel teste. eeeer 220 
POND Soptoe ixc's ct 6 26 33 11 82 20 56 CA seeee 240 
NUTSIE Ce ae 6 35 27 11 eR 20 64 6 eae 249 
| 

LAD esate. Les 7 37 30 Hoe! S87 22 hitO 63 Eos 271 
Acces 7a a8) AD 1 A eeertl PSS al seen y wale | 87 | 22 | 7B |... fers. 271 
TCO Hee oh UB 7 31 | 32 12 88 26 73 Sy | ean 277 
ICON ape ae ae 9 39 | 26 14 | 92 20 71 8 14 283 
TIES CNS Zar pee 10 30 20 1393 21 | 66 10 14 277 
HOLS. LRP A ira: 10 18 17 12 90 21 68 11 14 261 
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DEEP WATER FISHING OFF NEWPORT, 1912. 


With the exception of scup, which were very abundant, the “run” 
of fish off Newport in the early summer of 1912 was considerably 
below the average. Even the “trash-fish’’—1. e., fish not marketable 
except as bait—were few. The majority of the big scup traps, in 
which the greater part of the fish named below were caught, were set 
about April 25th. 


Scup.—Seven average sized fish from Point Judith on April 24, 
constituted the first reported catch of scup in Rhode Island waters in 
1912. As will be seen from the accompanying table this is two days 
earlier than last year, but was an average date. One lone fish taken 
April 25 from the West Passage of Narragansett Bay, and one April 
27 from Coddington Cove, made up the early catches of stragglers. 
May Ist the largest catch had increased to 6 barrels. About this 
time a severe storm raised havoc with the traps, and when it had 
calmed down sufficient to haul the traps about May 24, the run of 
scup had begun. May 15, the shipments were limited to prevent 
glutting the market. June 7, the run began to slacken and ended 
about June 10. Some very large fish were caught. One was re- 
ported to have weighed 17 pounds and measured 221% inches. 


Mackerel.—The mackerel arrived on the Atlantic Coast in the 
latter part of April, and as usual, were first located off Chincoteague, 
Virginia. May 1, the fishing base had worked north to Atlantic 
City. The first catch in Rhode Island waters consisted of four large 
ones caught off Newport, May 3. A little over a fortnight later 
(May 22), the first large shipment from Newport was made. From 
this on the catches were variable, but wide spread. The best day was 
June 12. 


Tinker Mackerel. The “tinker’’ mackerel first appeared about 
June 10. 


The first barrel of butterfish was taken by John Suza on May 2Ist. 


4 
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The earliest catch of squiteague was May 13, at Coddington Cove. 
June 7, the first barrelful was taken and by the middle of June, as 
high as 8 barrels were taken in a single haul. Only occasional catches 
were made from this on. 


The first catch of striped bass, two specimens, was made at Point 
Judith, April 24. The first barrel lot, off Price’s Neck, May 1. 
On May 9, a tubfull was caught as far up the Bay as Coddington 
Cove, and on May 8, one weighing 514 pounds was taken near 
Bishop’s Rock in an eel trap. 


April 14, the first sea robin was caught in deep water traps off Point 
Judith. The first one in the Bay was taken April 25. 


The very remarkable number of squid was a feature of the season’s 
fishing in 1912, as was evidenced by a single haul of 250 barrels from 
one trap on May 9. May 10 to May 15, many traps were cut to get 
rid of them, as it was impossible to haul the nets on account of the 
weight. May 21, they began to leave, but big hauls of them were 
made later in certain places. June 5, they were running strong in the 


inshore traps. 


The first bluefish of the season was caught off 2nd Beach, Newport, 
on June 15. 


The first catch of swordfish in this vicinity was made off No 
Mans Land about June 16. 


One large sturgeon weighing about 260 pounds was caught on 
June 20. 


The first appearance of various marketable fish for the past eight 
years is shown in Table XI. 
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TABLE IX. 
Appearance of Tinker Mackerel, 1905-1912. 


OF INLAND FISHERIES. 


First 
YEAR. 
Appearance. 
NOOB eevee are ae crere cc lore. o pve agin, 3,40 ul Bs God'wiia ia) Wiel yena, Sup Toa one reiere wtelionehe ls babore en eas heye nee June 25. 
LOO Gis emeren eae Oe ON che te forts fehetie lata, ov /iieie or Wero\ea\ ane’ aa so, Niza ponte fa Gt olepat a teen wlan ne Ret te mere eae June 4. 
PASTY ARES 2.~ hah Sica ale Og THIER ETSI RINNE A eS aiah caine otis crn te Gare a June 10. 
LEO Fe 5 Sig Age WERE ACE SPR ADHD OREO EES ner neh icra chars cicaeryeiasauocorkorocuc May 27. 
DOOM etelesrcke, Sle tors sched «levers lens Seibel a au aitecatele oucua ate'’ose els Brat av calles taravcus Pleat oe nee June 17. 
LO ORp a merc Scere eaeclrot asthe ree Sefbicirers ejevasaee eta yah yee oaths itepetn: eens ra aye ois Soc Leek ee July 1. 
SLO lpr sateperata-vetayare 8 cucrsyaranaporetataneredana love ePerecala Sea's sue wo, 6 lye lod SNS SPURn Ieper ore teileetera een July 15. 
DT Mirae tet Gosche: levy ave eteite of iene fave,'o Siarlexs feBsO o.d-a wteersy dG @ otey sVfeiatiomepa eRe Mate nuee Pete ts erg | June 10. 
TABLE X. 
Catch of Squiteague in Scup Traps off Newport, 1905-1912. 
] | 
1905. 1906. | 1907. 1908. 1909. 1910. 1911. 1912. 
| 
“Stragglers’”’ first | 
appearance...... | June 14.| May 4. | May 21.| May 7. | May 19. | April 9. | May 15. | May 13. 
Commencement of! | 
SeTLL eS cpepeters ahehs June 21. | June 10. | June 20. | June 6. | June 17. | June 20. | June 15. | June 7. 
| | | 


TaBLE XI. 
First Appearance of Various Marketable Fish in Traps off Newport, 1905-1912. 


1905. 1906. | 1907. 
3 | 
Butterfish.........- May 22. | April 16. May 10. 
VOTSOMIACIOYEL #2 '. 7 [cits /arclieis hare |isietaiei severe tal 
LEGG JONI, 55 00 6 dolEain Oe 01) (oOo o.90) louie cond 
Mackerel.........| April 28.| May 4. | May 2. 
StS IBY VISES Io eta oGa//S bps Gl (Saidiol oe May 8. 
OH RGDING EY ahs ciel einer ce April 30.) May 9. 
PSNI: 95, Slee we Saestr | May 1. | April 20.) May 2. 
fo) FY aa a eee ete May 4. | May 10. 
Squiteague.. . Pa June 14. | May 4. | May 21. 
Striped Bass...... | Ee Se April 31.) May 16. 


1908. 


| | 
| April 28.) April 21.) 
June 25. | June 17. | 
May 8. | May 4. 
April 27. April 17.) 
May 4. | 
May 1 
April 19.) 
April 27.) May 1. 
May 7. May 19. 
April 24.| April 21. 


| May 5. | 
April 27.| 
April 23. 


| July 16. 


1910. 1911. 


April 22.) May 2. 
July 15. 
May 13. 
May 6. 
May 4 


May 4. 
April 23. 
May 1. 
April 21. 
April 24, | 


April 9. | May 13. 


April 20.| April 22. 


April 27. 
April 26. 
April 20., April 28. 


1912. 


May 3. 
April 30. 
April 24. 
April 24. 
May 1. 
May 138. 
April 24. 
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ENFORCEMENT OF STATE LAWS. 


As heretofore, four deputies were employed to enforce the lobster 
laws. Two for the entire year, and two additional ones during the 
open season. 

In the enforcement of the laws concerning the fresh-water fisheries, 
your Commission has employed a number of deputies whose personal 
interest in the fisheries is strong enough for them to serve without 
compensation. 


The following prosecutions were made and fines imposed and paid 
under the lobster law (the names of those fined are omitted) :* 


Newport, May 3, 8 short lobsters. ay De eS | er OU 
Point Judith, May 27, fishing ene on Sere. OU Uw 
Point Judith, May 27, fishing without license............ 20 00 
Newport, June 10, fishing without license............... 20 00 
Newport, September 14, fishing without license.......... 20 00 
Newport, September 14, fishing without license.......... 20 00 

$140 00 


BIOLOGICAL RECORDS. 


Physicial and biological records of various kinds have been con- 
tinued at the Wickford Hatchery and Experiment Station, and will be 
published in the near future. 


AN EXHIBIT OF SEA FARMING. 


Under the above heading your Commission has, for a number of 
years, prepared an exhibit of marine and fresh-water fishes at the 
Washington County Fair. In view of the large crowds which an- 
nually view this exhibit, it was continued last year The expenses of 


*In addition to these cases before the courts four licenses were revoked by the Board. 
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operating this exhibit is borne almost entirely by the Agricultural 
Society, and inasmuch as it furnishes a means of interesting a large 
number of people in the fisheries of the State your Commission has 
readily assented to continue it. 


CO-OPERATION WITH FISHERIES AUTHORITIES. 


As heretofore in accord with the duties as prescribed by the General 
Assembly, your Commission has been in close touch with the fisheries 
boards of various states and abroad. The work of the Commission 
has continued to attract considerable attention as evidenced by the 
frequent requests referred to this Commission by the United States 
Bureau of Fisheries. 

In July, Capt. W. B. Clementson, Fishery Officer of the North 
Eastern Sea Fisheries Committee of England, was sent over from 
England to study the methods used in this country to propagate 
lobsters. In his official report he expressed the conclusions he had 
reached as follows: ‘After carefully reviewing and considering the 
different means of hatching as used in the various States, I think the 
Rhode Island method as in vogue at Wickford, is the best and can be 
successfully carried out in this country.” 

Requests for data and descriptions of our methods of lobster 
propagation have been received from officials in Austria, Canada and 
Spain. 


THE PROPAGATION OF LOBSTERS AT THE WICKFORD 
EXPERIMENT STATION. 


The lobster rearing at Wickford in 1912 was the most successful 
the station has ever had, not only from the point of the number of 
lobsters reared to the bottom stages, but also from the number per 
egg lobster and percentage returns from the fry. The season opened 
May 24 and closed in the early part of August. The number of 
lobsters reared to the bottom stages was 521,861. The young lob- 
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sters were liberated at the following places: East Shore Conanicut 
Island, West Shore Conanicut Island, Mill Cove (Wickford) Poplar 
Point, Gould Island, Hope Island, Fox Island, Sakonnet River, 
Prudence Island and Block Island. 


TABLE XID. 


Total Number of Fourth and Fifth Stage Lobsters Reared Each Year Since 1900. 


Year. IV. v. 

Sem IR eos ee oh eed ined Sos ads BAIS ee 
Ne TR ei ccadcdcuinliecieisesv eves HC ea 
nner eters ear pr ee ski We Welty babii HNO AIL nite ad, 27,300|.......0-. 
Pete RTE Bs Ss athe fries bie opts ov sis cc « a 5 0] oe ee 
eT ME Ndctitts ara dS ada ite sts aed notes none lige OSE 7| ee! 
"LT ca voce tls SERIES SSSI cee ein ce eee AOS 572 eS... 
Ltn. og s 3k ig SR ante pee all ah ako aera 189,384 24,800 
i sence eH scat gee OO a 294,896 4,900 
Pamrremreren eS (she Wel PS JB Ueda Rsk dla luca 322,672 5,481 
TINGS). 0.5 an tides 00 COO ba HE OBOE Ean On CeO ae eee femes TACASLSR | SER Ae 
“TPE ne nc clea eRe SIRT A Sai tO TR ee 511,274 28,372 
PMP PHS. 8b u RD ell Yes ib ereie? dee MAMET... cad scdoniotehate OY. #291042). cancis .2ne 
LETS 2. daa yet A 8 Vuk os pele la 0 lalla alia A #521,861|.......... 
erate) 2 ee Oe abet le ares 2,517,039 63,553 


*The entire number of lobsters liberated in 1911 and 1912 were in the latter part of the fourth 
stage and beyond. 
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